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The 2014/15 season saw 3 Doubles divisions (18 teams) - 2 down on last year, 2 Women’s 

divisions (16 teams) - 3 down on last year and 4 Men’s divisions (28 teams) 2 more than last 

year. 

It was frustrating for all players to have 3 heat cancelled matches and a couple of wet 

weather affected matches. Because of this the SAC dropped the usual 5-match minimum to 4 

for finals qualification.  

Correct nomination of players is essential to accurate grading and will also avoid 

disappointment come finals time. Players nominated in a team and who had played 4 matches 

automatically qualified to play finals in that team. All other players required permits. 

Weather cancelled matches do not add any reason whatsoever to extend the 4-match 

minimum, though a number of teams mentioned it in their permit requests. 

Many nominations were received for Division 1 Men this season. Eight teams were graded 

here with those that missed out being told that this would be reassessed after the first 

round. All divisions were looked at for a potential regrade, as there were some very dominant 

teams in some divisions. Our rules state that a regrade may occur after 5 rounds – my 

recommendation is to change this to allow a regrade only after 1 full round has been played, 

as this can alter things significantly. 

Some teams selected to be regraded were very happy to be moved. Others put forward 

strong arguments as to why they should not be moved and as a result were left in their 

original division. This worked out reasonably well, with the exception of the Lobethal Div 2 

Women’s side who lost a total of 14 rubbers from the 15 full matches played, including finals. 

The regrade did however cause major programming issues and it would be my strong 

recommendation to avoid regrades wherever possible in the future. 

Teams printed scoresheets from the HTA website this season, which worked well. Comments 

received indicate that Doubles teams still prefer the old scoresheet layout from previous 

seasons, so we will try to get a printable version of this on the website. 

It was very handy having all contact details for Results Vault entry people – it meant quick 

follow up where required. A Results Vault Training session was again held but was attended by 

only 6 people. Needless to say, there were quite a number of RV issues during the season – 

none of which came from those who attended the training. I appeal to scores entry people to 

attend this year’s session so that we can minimise the time and effort spent on sorting out 

issues and errors that should not be made. RV entry people should be aware that teams will 

lose 2 premiership points for every player missing on RV. No points are deducted if the HTA 

is contacted by people who are having trouble with the system at that time. 



Senior participation in Tennis SA’s Country Carnival increased significantly in 2015. We 

fielded 2 men’s teams, 3 women’s teams (up by 2) and 3 doubles teams (up by 1). Anthony 

Klatt’s Div 1 men’s team again took out that division and the Hills Association again won the 

John Fitzgerald shield – awarded to the association who aggregates the most points from 

teams over the course of the 5 days. A great result for the Hills! 

This year saw the first inter-association match against Great Southern Tennis Association. 

Played at Anembo Park in February on a very hot day, matches were modified because of the 

heat - no singles matches. We took nominations from all HTA players in all divisions to allow 

as many people to participate as possible. However, we did not expect GSTA to field such a 

strong team (sourcing their players only from Div 1 and top of Div 2). This resulted in the 

Hills going down big time to GSTA 4 sets to 26. Thanks to GSTA organiser Scott Nottle who 

coordinated things from their end. We are keen to plan for a similar event next year. The 

HTA will be ready for them next time and it will likely only be open to Div 1-2 players. 

Grand Finals matches this season were held at 2 venues only. Feedback indicated that players 

would prefer to have trophy/pennant presentations at the match on the day, rather than 

attend a dinner. All Traditional Grand Finals were held at Littlehampton and the Doubles GFs 

at Mt Barker. Thanks to both clubs for the effort they put into making Grand Final day a 

success. Concerns were expressed from a number of clubs regarding the suitability of Mt 

Barker as a venue due to the Mt Barker show being held on the same weekend. 

Grand Final Day went off very well and it was great to have some Life members attend to 

present the pennants, medallions and trophies. Most agreed that many matches at one venue 

added excitement and atmosphere. Court availability for doubles will need to be considered in 

the future and feedback will be sought from players regarding the effect the Show had on 

playing conditions. Perhaps the HTA will consider appointing 1- 2 people to be present at 

future senior Grand Finals matches to clarify rules and adjudicate disputes on the spot. 

Congratulations to the majority of players who consistently displayed outstanding 

sportsmanship and demeanour in the good spirit of tennis this season. There were some 

remarkable examples of camaraderie and goodwill that have built upon the strong rapport 

that already exists amongst players and clubs within the HTA. This is what makes us proud to 

be the HTA. It is the responsibility of all clubs to continue to encourage and promote this 

good spirit amongst all players in their club – particularly those who may need a little more 

encouragement than others! 

In conclusion, I would like to again thank my hard working, committed fellow SAC members – 

Craig Lieschke, Jono Abraham and Lizzie Hughes who have been outstanding during the 

season. Their honest, unbiased and fair input throughout the season have been invaluable. 

Special thanks should go to Craig who has served on the SAC for 9-10 years now (he’s not 

sure!) and has decided to take a break – Craig your calm demeanour, knowledgeable input and 

fair and honest approach have been very much appreciated. Thanks so much to all who 

volunteer their time to assist with the running of the Association. 

Jo Casey, SAC Chairperson 2014-15 season 


